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Art Unit: 3634 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 4 depends from a canceled claim. It is assumed to depend from claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent In the United 
States. 

Claims 1,3,6,7 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being clearly 
anticipated by Schmidt. 

In his summary, column 3, beginning on line 18, Schmidt discusses an alternate 
embodiment which uses "an electronic design" wherein the drive shaft of the motor is 
connected directly to the roller tube. The control unit varies the speed of the of the 
motor and hence the roller tube. The speed is also changed based on the length of the 
wound and unwound shade panel. Regarding claims 6 and 13, the speed of the roller is 
changed multiple times during each revolution of the multisided roller so as to prevent 
the lower end from speeding up and slowing down several times during each revolution. 
This keeps the speed of the lower end of the shade "substantially" constant, since 
"substantially" renders this recitation broad as well as the fact that the movement is 
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constant over a short period of winding and unwinding. The speeds are increased and 
decreased (multiple times) during both raising and lowering the shade, thereby meeting 
claim 3. 

Claims 1 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being clearly anticipated 
by Vafaie et al. 

Vafaie et al discloses an electronically controlled roller closure that varies the 
speed of the drive shaft which varies the speed of the roller shaft to provide "soft" starts 
and stops as well as to provide different opening and closing speeds. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3,6 and 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over either Schmidt or Vafaie et al. 

As discussed above, Schmidt and Vafaie et al each provide an electronic design 
which is capable of being programmed to vary the speed of the roller shaft at desired 
times and at desired speeds. As such, programming either reference whereby his 
control unit manipulates the shade as recited would have been well within the purview 
of one of ordinary skill in the art. 

Claims 4,5 and 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over either Schmidt or Vafaie et al, each in view of Will et al. 
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As discussed above. Schmidt and Vafaie et al each provide an electronic design 
which is capable of being programmed to vary the speed of the roller shaft at desired 
times and at desired speeds and to stop the shade at specific open and closed 
positions. Will et al discloses a common manner in which these operations are 
achieved. He provides a pulse width modulator 306 and a Hall effect sensor to control 
the speed and direction of the shade as directed by the logic unit 308. This is a clear 
teaching to modify Schmidt and Vafaie et al to utilize such well known electronics and to 
program their control units to manipulate the shades as recited. 

Response to Arguments 

Upon reconsideration, the indication of allowable subject matter is regrettably 
rescinded. This action is not made final. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Blair M. Johnson whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6830. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri., 6:30-3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Cuomo can be reached on (571) 272-6856. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Sen/ice Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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